Comparison of plasma and testicular testosterone levels during the active season in the common garter snake, Thamnophis sirtalis (L).
Plasma and testicular testosterone levels were determined during three periods (spring, summer and autumn) of the active season in the common garter snake, Thamnophis sirtalis. Plasma testosterone levels were highest in spring and lowest in summer. Testicular testosterone levels were higher in spring than autumn but not significantly different in spring than summer or in summer than autumn. This study presents further evidence that in reptiles, plasma and testicular androgen cycles are not necessarily parallel.